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Assignment TV

By TERRENCE O’FLAHERTY

1 thoroughly enjoyed the
opening episode of “Custer”
because the Sioux won. In
this series I am rooting for
the Indians.

“Custer” is a Wednesday
western, wherein the good
guys are really the bad guys
and the bad guys are the
good guys. The members of
the 7th Cavalry under Lieu-
tenant Colonel George
strong Custer—in history as
well as on television—were a
bunch of bums. At the open-
ing of the premiere segment,
a senior officer introduces
Custer to his new command
by saying:

“There are your men,

the gold to buy rifles, That
they are men who are bravely
defending their land and fam-
ilies is never touched upon
even though this fact is basic
to the understanding of his-
ory as well as the' motivation
for the TV series itself.
Producers Glicksman and

iA| Weisbart have made one con-

Colonel — the scum of the
earth.”

The Indians—in history but
not on television—were proud
and handsome men who
fought bravely to defend
their lands, their wives and
their children. The great
western photographers of the
last century captured them in
stills, Rain-in-the-Face, Sitting
Bull, Crazy Horse, Curley the
Crow — and the dignity and
pride in their splendid faces
should serve to haunt all
Americans for all time.

.

. .

gle-taggle band of cut-throats,

IN ABC’s “Custer,” the In-
dians are portrayed in the
traditional manner as a rag-

cession, however, At least,
Chief Crazy Horse is por-
trayed by an actor with a
strong, photogenic face (one-
time ball player Michael
Dante).

This series will probably
be a howling success because,
in the character of Custer,
the producers have a ready-

Cavalry’s most disastrous mis-
take in judgment. Just as it
was depicted on the An-
heuser-Busch beer tray, they
died, to the last man. ABC
concluded the premiere with
this announcement. “To-
night’s show has been a fic-
tional episode.” Otherwise,
after . that opening battle,
Custer would have only one!
more to go.

Despite his wife’s worship-
ful journalism which con-
tinued almost until her death
in 1933, the picture of Custer
that has emerged is one of a
man who resented authority
in his superiors but flaunted
it for those under him. He
was fond of swaggering in
uniforms and the

made ion for today
standards of heroism which
have been set by the movies,
television and psychiatry. For
Custer was a colorful loser
who gained immortality by
his spectacular failure.
PR

HE HAD only two major
Indian engagements in his
life, the second of which sent
him to Valhalla in the US.

only time he cut his long,
blond hair was when he rode
out that last time to attack

shortly thereafter.
« s

the Northern Cheyennes and
feared detection. His hair-
cutting was completed just
below the scalp line at the
Battle of the Little Big Horn

these qualities were present
in Wayne Maunder’s char-
acterization on the opening|
episode, it is apparent that
the producers understand
precisely what appeal soth a
character will have for the
younger generation which has
been associating itself with,
the loser, Maunder’s perform-
ance is excellent. And his
pants fit better than anyone|
else’s in the cast.

Even though the invading
Cavalry may wipe out village
after village and desecrate!
the Indians’ lands during the
coming months on u:levinon.
there is always the th

Pretty Katherine (Kit) Beb-
erlein, a 20-year old animal
science major at Cal Poly, has
been crowned queen of the
1967 Los Angeles County Fair,
now in a 17-day run through
Oct, 1 at Pvmona.
Officiati

Queen of County Fair

ceremonies hday night was
Fred Froehde, president of
the Los Angeln County Fair|

ries will be a comforting one.

smile on my face.
CAPITAL “C'S” OF
DRIVING

ional Autombile

that the final show in the se-

Until that time, I'm willing to
watch it with a Mona Lisa

Why not exercise the Capi-
tal “C' " of safe driving? Nat-
Club
advises you always to remain
Cool, Calm, Collected, Courte-
ous, Considerate, and Careful.

Association, who was assisted
by Mrs. Edward Raab, the for-

Fair Queen.
Victoria, South Gate. .
She is a blue-eyed brown-

weighs 107 pounds.

mer Sandra Goodrich, 1966

Queen Kit is the daughter
of Mrs. Anita Heberlein, 9820

ette who stands 53" tall and

Miss Heberlein, who plans

to study vetennary

after recemng her degree in
, is preparing|
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Cal Poly Co-ed Named |Peter Pan® ] j
Scheduled  §
e Saturday -,
for a career in animal nutri- ) :
tion or physiology. The Children’s Theater * .
During her reign over the|Group now practicing at the Wlthl]
world’s gllrgen county fair,|Lomita Recreation Center wili g:;’lpnyfo]
Queen Kit will be assisted by|present “Peter Pan” Saturday oo
six college coeds in the Court|; 4he gymnssium from 10 S
of Princesses. lene am. to 1 p.m. pup of
picesesre: Mitalenl” g e Toesterpo | 20 do
:lolll;;e Cheryl Ann Minoux,(gram provides an opportunity l'r'é':?ﬁ
20, and Linda A. Rawlins, 19,|for children of the commun- g o
Citrus Junior College; Anne|ity between the ages of 5 and legg‘; d
Lokerse, 20, and Linda Buton,| 16 1o work on all the differ- | leased
19, La Verne C"Hegel :, J}d ent phases of theater work— _ | jot wal
Chris Peterson, 18, Cal y acting, scenery, lightiag, et ¥ e
It enables all those interested 1 remedi
USE FEDERAL FUNDS to pursue the part they like | the ec.:ig
N | effectiv
900 California| best. i
sc:oz:edl‘srt':lzts have partici-| Their practice time has re- | out 9! |
pated this year in the federal|cently been changed to 1f l'}nlls !
government'’s program to im-|Wednesday afternqon fm_m pathy,
rove education opponumtles 4:30 to 5:30. All children in- lights ¢
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- bile districts|down to the ceqter on pies
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